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STONY  STRATFORD , 

April  2jth ,  iQ2i. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  Distriet 

Council  of  Wolverton. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  forward  the  second  annual  report  of  the  Urban  District 
of  Wolverton  for  the  year  1920,  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report.  Copies 
of  the  report  will  be  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Bucks  County  Council, 
and  the  Home  Office. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

Population  (Census  1911)  ...  ...  ...  14,365 

Pre-war  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,629 

Estimated  Population  (1920)  ...  ...  ...  13,988 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. 

The  physical  features  of  the  District  were  dealt  with  at  some  length  in 
my  last  Annual  Report.  As  therein  stated  the  District  is  undulating  in 
character,  but  the  general  elevation  is  good,  varying  from  339  feet  to  200  feet 
above  ordnance  datum. 

With  the  exception  of  a  narrow  strip  of  land  on  either  side  of  the  river, 
which  is  liable  to  flood,  the  District  is  dry  and  open. 


Social  Conditions. 

The  conditions  under  which  the  majority  of  the  people  live  and  work 
are  exceptionally  good,  and  there  are  few  cases  of  real  poverty  in  the  District. 

At  Wolverton,  the  industrial  centre  of  the  District,  the  L.  &  N.  W. 

Railway  Co.  and  Messrs.  McCorquodale  &  Co.  are  the  chief  employers  of 
labour,  and  the  conditions  under  which  their  employees  work  may  be  said  to 
be  exceptionally  good.  The  large  workshops  in  the  various  departments  of 
the  former  and  the  workrooms  of  the  latter  are  all  well  lighted  and  ventilated, 
and  the  possibility  of  danger  from  dust  is  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Other  factories  of  less  importance  in  the  District  are  the  English  Novelty 
Co.  at  Wolverton;  the  Watling  Street  Works,  and  Messrs.  Sharp  &  Woollard’s 
factory  at  Stony  Stratford. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

Area  ...  ...  5,376  acres. 

Population  ...  ...  13,988. 

Births,  276  (Males  150,  Females  126),  including  10  male  and  1  female 
illegitimate. 

Birth  rate,  197  per  1000. 

For  England  and  Wales,  25*4. 

Deaths  in  the  District,  142  (including  transferable  deaths)  (Males  74, 
Females  68). 

Nett  Death  rate,  10' 1. 

England  and  Wales,  12*4. 

Infant  Mortality  under  1  year,  68*84  per  1000  births. 

England  and  Wales,  8o*o  per  1000  births. 

The  Death  rate  is  even  lower  than  last  year  (1075),  which  was  one  of  the 
lowest  on  record. 

The  decline  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  (from  98  per  1000  births  to  68*84 
per  1000  births)  is  highly  satisfactory,  and  lor  this  some  small  amount  of  credit 
must  be  due  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  established  in  the  District. 

There  is  no  General  Hospital  in  the  District.  All  serious  cases  of 
accident  and  those  requiring  immediate  operation  are  sent  to  Northampton 
Hospital,  14  miles  distant.  The  journey  is  now  made  still  easier,  as  the 
District  possesses  a  Motor  Ambulance— headquarters,  Newport  Pagnell — which 
is  available  for  several  Districts,  and  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Director  of  V.A.D.’s. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water. 

With  the  exception  of  certain  shallow  wells  at  New  Brad  well,  referred  to 
later,  the  whole  of  the  Water  supplies  of  the  district  may  be  considered  as 
satisfactory;  the  water  is  derived  chiefly  from  the  Oolitic  formation  and  is 
consequently  hard,  but  has  practically  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Wolverton  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Railway  Company,  the  water 
being  obtained  in  part  from  borings  and  part  from  a  deep  well  properly  steaned 
and  protected  from  possibility  of  pollution  from  the  surface.  A  sample  of  the 
water  was  sent  for  analysis  in  September  last  and  a  satisfactory  report  obtained. 
A  constant  supply  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

The  Stony  Stratford  supply  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Urban  District  Council, 
and  is  of  satisfactory  quality  and  adequate  in  quantity.  The  water  is  obtained 
from  tube  wells  driven  to  waterbearing  sands  at  the  bottom  of  the  Oolitic 
formation.  A  sample  was  sent  for  analysis  in  July  last  and  a  satisfactory 
report  obtained,  the  water  being  stated  to  be  very  tree  from  organic  impurity. 


0 


Part  of  New  Bradwell  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Wolverton  Town 
mains  and  the  same  remarks  apply.  There  are,  however,  still  many  houses 
in  New  Bradwell  which  are  supplied  with  water  from  shallow  wells,  and  such 
supplies  are  always  suspicious  and  the  water  of  doubtful  quality.  In  this 
connection  I  may  mention  that  the  Council  have  recently  approached  the 
Railway  Company  with  a  view  to  getting  the  mains  extended  and  the  whole 
town  supplied  with  the  Company’s  water.  The  matter  is  still  under  consider¬ 
ation  by  the  Railway  Company. 

The  Calverton  cottages  are  supplied  with  water  from  shallow  wells  fed  by 
springs,  which  have  been  properly  protected.  The  water  of  the  Upper  Weald 
well  contains  certain  sulphur  compounds,  which  give  it  a  characteristic  taste 
and  slight  smell.  The  latter  was  first  noticeable  after  the  well  had  been 
covered  in  by  the  Council  to  protect  it  from  the  entrance  of  surface  water,  but 
it  has  now  been  almost  entirely  removed  by  efficient  ventilation  of  the  well. 
The  sulphur  compounds  referred  to  are  harmless,  and  whenever  samples  of  the 
water  have  been  sent  for  analysis  satisfactory  reports  have  been  obtained. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  District  is  bounded  to  the  north  and  west  by  the  river  Ouse.  The 
possible  sources  of  pollution  are,  of  course,  the  effluents  from  the  various  Sewage 
Works,  but  although  the  outfall  sewer  from  the  Stratford  Sewage  Works  enters 
the  river  immediately  above  a  mill  no  complaints  have  been  received  for  many 
years. 

The  effluent  from  the  Wolverton  Sewage  Works  enters  a  small  tributory 
of  the  same  river,  and  although  this  passes  very  close  to  some  of  the  houses  in 
New  Bradwell  no  complaints  were  received. 

The  effluent  from  New  Bradwell  Works  also  passes  directly  into  the  river, 
but  at  some  distance  from  the  town.  No  complaints  as  to  the  same  have  been 
received  during  the  year. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  whole  of  the  property  in  Wolverton,  Stony  Stratford,  and  New 
Bradwell  is  properly  drained  into  public  sewers  conveying  the  sewage  to  the 
different  outfall  works  for  treatment.  The  sewers  are  ventilated  by  steel 
columns  and  the  manhole  covers  at  the  street  level  are  now  all  closed. 

At  Wolverton  the  whole  of  the  sewers  have  sufficient  fall  to  ensure  self¬ 
cleansing  velocities  and  no  flushing  is  necessary ;  the  sewage  enters  the  outfall 
works  through  an  inverted  syphon  with  sufficient  head  to  carry  it  up  to  the  top 
of  the  receiving  tank,  from  which  it  gravitates  through  the  works.  The  treatment 
is  on  biological  lines,  and  consists  in  passing  the  sewage  through  screening 
chambers,  settlement  tanks  and  graded  filters,  the  effluent  being  finally  passed 
over  land  beds.  Under  normal  conditions  a  good  effluent  is  always  obtained. 
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At  Stony  Stratford  most  of  the  sewers  have  a  self-cleansing  velocity,  and 
where  this  could  not  be  obtained  automatic  hushing  tanks  have  been  provided. 
The  treatment  at  the  outfall  works  is  exactly  similar  to  that  adopted  at 
Wolverton,  but  in  this  case  the  whole  of  the  sewage  has  to  be  lifted  before 
treatment. 

At  New  Brad  well  many  of  the  sewers  have  to  be  hushed  regularly  owing 
to  the  levels.  The  treatment  at  the  outfall  works  is  by  open  septic  tanks  and 
land  beds,  the  latter  being  underdrained  and  cultivated.  Here  again  the 
sewage  has  to  be  lifted  before  treatment. 

For  the  scattered  cottages  and  farm  houses  in  the  more  rural  parts  of  the 
District,  the  pail  privy  or  dry  earth  system  which  is  adopted  is  the  only  one 
practicable.  These  remarks  apply  to  Calverton  (Upper,  Middle  and  Lower 
Wealds)  and  Old  Wolverton,  and  when,  as  at  Calverton,  the  water  supplies  are 
drawn  from  public  wells  properly  covered  and  protected  there  is  little  danger 
in  the  system. 


Closet  A  ccommodation. 

With  the  exception  of  the  scattered  cottages  referred  to  in  the  preceding 
paragraph,  the  whole  of  the  houses  in  this  District  are  provided  with  a  water 
closet.  Most  of  these  have  proper  flushing  arrangements  and  thoroughly 
up-to-date  sanitary  fittings.  A  small  proportion  are  still  only  hand  flushed, 
and,  as  might  be  expected,  are  not  always  kept  in  a  cleanly  state. 


Scavenging. 

In  the  truly  Urban  parts  of  the  district,  viz.,  at  Wolverton,  Stony  Stratford 
and  New  Brad  well,  the  collection  and  disposal  of  House  Refuse  is  undertaken 
by  the  District  Council,  and  appears  to  be  done  regularly  and  satisfactory,  as 
few  complaints  in  connection  with  the  same  are  received. 

As  to  ultimate  disposal,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  destruction  by  fire  is 
the  ideal  method.  As  far  as  practicable  this  system  is  adopted  in  this  district. 
Wolverton  has  a  thoroughly  up-to-date  destructor  of  the  Meldrum  front  feed 
type. 

At  New  Brad  well  the  refuse  is  taken  to  the  sewage  works,  where  it  is 
sorted  and  burnt. 

At  Stony  Stratford  it  is  carted  to  a  tip  well  away  from  the  town,  where  it 
is  also  sorted  and  burnt. 

The  small  covered  galvanized  dust  bins  which  the  Railway  Company  now 
provide  for  all  their  houses  are  excellent  and  leave  nothing  to  be  desired.  I 
should  be  pleased  to  see  them  adopted  throughout  the  district. 

In  the  towns  themselves  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  are  now  practi¬ 
cally  no  ash  pits  with  fixed  receptacles  in  use. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

A  classified  statement  of  the  number  of  inspections  made  and  defects  or 
nuisances  discovered  or  remedied  will  be  found  in  the  Inspector’s  Report. 
Certain  parts  of  the  District  are  regularly  and  systematically  inspected,  but  in 
the  better  residential  parts  of  the  same  frequent  inspection  of  the  houses  is 
altogether  unnecessary  and  would  indeed  be  vexatious. 

Only  33  complaints  were  received  during  the  year;  83  nuisances  were 
abated,  and  in  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  action. 


Premises  and  Occupations  Controlled  by  Bye-laws  or  Regulations. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  Slaughter-houses,  etc.,  are  dealt  with  in  the 
Inspector’s  report  and  the  number  of  inspections  and  particulars  of  defects 
found  are  given. 

In  this  District  there  are  at  the  present  time  no  Common  Lodging  Houses, 
Offensive  Trades,  Houses  let  in  Lodgings  or  Underground  sleeping  rooms. 


Other  Sanitary  Conditions  Requiring  Notice. 

There  are  now  three  Cinemas  in  the  district,  and  acting  upon  the  circular 
letter  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  Aug.  25th,  1920,  these  were  visited, 
and,  where  necessary,  pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  management 
to  improve  the  conditions  of  the  dressing  rooms  and  sanitary  arrangements. 


Schools. 

This  District  can  certainly  boast  of  the  excellency  of  its  schools.  The 
County  Elementary  and  Secondary  Schools  at  Wolverton,  Stratford  and  New 
Bradwell,  are  all  of  the  most  modern  type,  the  lighting,  ventilation,  and 
sanitary  arrangements  being  practically  perfect.  For  many  years  Wolverton 
has  been  a  centre  of  learning  for  North  Bucks,  possessing  as  it  does  a  Science 
and  Art  Institute  and  a  County  Secondary  School,  in  addition  to  large  and 
commodious  elementary  schools. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 
and  is  at  once  notified  by  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  absence  of  any  scholar 
from  infectious  disease.  The  Elementary  Schools  are  visited  each  term  by  the 
Assistant  S.M.O.  for  the  purposes  of  routine  examination  of  the  different 
groups  of  children  (each  child  being  examined  three  times  during  its  school 
career),  and  cases  requiring  treatment  are  “followed  up”  by  either  the  County 
Nurse  or  District  Nurse. 

There  are  Minor  Aiiment  Centres  at  Stratford  and  Wolverton  Council 
Schools,  under  the  supervision  of  the  District  Nurse,  where  cases  of  Ringworm, 
Impetigo,  etc.,  are  treated. 
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In  December  a  Dental  Clinic,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  R.  P.  Swannell, 
assisted  by  the  County  Nurse,  was  started  at  the  Infant  School,  Wolverton. 
This  is  open  each  Tuesday,  and  a  local  doctor  attends  to  administer  gas  for 
extractions. 

Parents  are  beginning  to  appreciate  this  Clinic,  and  it  is  hoped  that  early 
in  the  New  Year  a  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  Clinic  will  be  started  at  the  Council 
(Infant)  School,  Stratford. 


Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  supply  is  both  sufficient  and  of  good  quality.  A  large  quantity  of 
the  milk  comes  from  farms  outside  the  District.  No  complaints  have  been 
received  re  its  strength  or  purity,  and  one  has  not  been  able  to  trace  any 
disease  to  the  milk,  nor  is  there  any  evidence  of  Bovine  Tuberculosis. 


Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919. — Adopted. 

Mothers  and  children  requiring  an  additional  supply  of  milk  through  this 
source  obtain  same  through  the  local  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

A  register  is  kept  and  regulations  made  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order,  1885.  There  are  at  present  4  Cowkeepers  and  15  Dairymen 
or  Purveyors  on  the  register.  The  Cowsheds  are  all  situated  in  the  more  rural 
parts  of  the  District ;  no  exception  can  be  taken  to  the  same  on  the  grounds  of 
lighting,  ventilation  and  drainage.  The  cows  are  habitually  grazed  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year.  The  Dairies  are  all  admirably  kept,  and  no  defects 
nor  breach  of  the  regulations  were  discovered  during  the  year. 

Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  some  11  Slaughter-houses  in  the  Urban  District.  These  are  at 
present  not  registered  or  licenced,  but  are  periodically  visited  by  the  Inspector; 
three  defects  were  discovered  during  the  year — one  required  limewashing  and 
the  other  two  cases  had  reference  to  stopped  drains. 

The  number  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  is  the  same  as  in  1914. 


Bake-houses. 

There  are  16  Bakehouses  on  the  Register  and  these  are  regularly  inspected; 
7  defects  were  reported  and  remedied — 6  of  these  referred  to  limewashing 

overdue. 

The  fish  market  is  visited  weekly  by  the  Inspector  and  meat  in  the 
butchers5  shops  is  kept  under  observation.  No  unsound  food  was  discovered 
exposed  for  sale,  but  a  quantity  of  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered 
and  condemned. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infections  Diseases. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  was 
139,  of  which  9  were  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  This  is  an  increase  of  21  on  last 
year,  though  there  is  one  less  case  of  Tuberculosis.  Every  effort  is  made  to 
find  out  the  source  of  infection,  but  as  all  cases  have  to  be  treated  at  their  own 
homes  (there  being  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  District)  it  is  not  always  easy 
to  prevent  spread.  At  the  end  of  an  infectious  illness  the  room  occupied  by 
the  patient  is  disinfected  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  various  diseases  notified  during  the  year  are  given  in  detail  below  : — 

Scarlet  Fever. — 64  cases.  7  cases  in  Stratford. 

50  „  Wolverton. 

6  ,,  New  Bradwell. 

1  „  Calverton. 

One  patient  was  discovered  who  had  undoubtedly  had  the  disease,  but  was 
unaware  of  it,  and  had  been  pursuing  her  occupation  the  whole  time.  No  doubt  she 
acted  as  a  very  efficient  “carrier,”  and  hence  the  large  number  of  cases  this  year. 
There  was  one  death. 

Diphtheria. — 31  cases.  9  cases  in  Stratford. 

6  ,,  Wolverton. 

13  ,,  New  Bradwell. 

3  ,,  Old  Wolverton. 

There  were  2  deaths. 

Diphtheria. — -Two  of  the  three  cases  at  Old  Wolverton  were  undoubtedly  brought 
by  some  children  on  a  barge,  as  two  days  later,  when  the  barge  reached  its  next 
stopping  place,  several  of  the  children  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and 
one,  if  not  two,  of  them  died. 

Serum  is  provided  by  the  Council  for  necessitous  cases,  and  is  supplied  to  any 
practitioner  in  the  District  who  requires  it. 

Swabs  from  the  throat  are  examined  by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  and  in 
the  case  of  children  attending  the  Elementary  Schools  they  are  not  allowed  to  return 
to  school  until  a  negative  result  has  been  obtained. 

Erysipelas. — 15  cases.  3  cases  in  Stratford. 

3  ,,  Wolverton. 

8  ,,  New  Bradwell. 

1  „  Calverton. 

No  fatal  cases. 

Pneumonia. — 18  cases.  12  cases  in  Stratford. 

3  „  Wolverton. 

1  ,,  New  Bradwell. 

2  „  Calverton. 

There  were  3  deaths. 

Malaria. — 1  case  in  New  Bradwell. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — 1  case  in  Wolverton,  which  proved  fatal. 
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Tuberculosis. — 9  cases  were  notified  (8  pulmonary,  1  of  other  form),  a  decrease  of 
one  on  last  year.  4  cases  in  Stratford. 

8  ,,  Wolverton. 

2  ,,  Bradwell. 

Of  these  nine  cases,  six  died. 

Total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  8. 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis  ...  1. 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases  ...  1. 


There  is  no  Tuberculous  Dispensary  in  the  District,  but  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer  attends  twice  a  month  at  Newport  Pagnell,  and  once  a  month  at  Bletchley, 
where  patients  can  be  seen  by  him.  In  the  event  of  their  being  unable  to  attend, 
he  visits  them  at  their  own  homes. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  births  of  all  infants  are  notified  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  who  informs  the  qualified  Midwife  living  in  the  District.  She  then 
visits  the  mother  and  child,  keeping  in  touch  with  them  for  twelve  months. 

Since  my  last  report  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  in  addition  to  the  Stratford 
Infant  Welfare  Centre,  one  has  been  established  at  Wolverton  under  the 
supervision  of  Dr.  Harvey,  and  a  “Weighing  Centre”  at  New  Bradwell  under 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Inspection  of  Midwives ,  &c. 

Under  the  control  of  the  County  Council. 


Sanitary  A  dministration. 

The  Public  Health  administration  is  directly  under  my  own  personal 
supervision,  and  in  this  I  am  assisted  by  the  Inspector,  Mr.  A.  E.  Abbott,  who 
is  chiefly  responsible  for  the  Sanitary  Departmental  work  of  the  District.  He 
in  turn  is  assisted  by  Mr.  R.  Williams,  who  is  also  Rate  Collector  for  a  part  of 
the  District. 

Hospitals. 

There  is  a  joint  Small  Pox  Hospital  for  this  and  several  adjoining  Districts 
(situated  in  the  Newport  Pagnell  Rural  District).  It  is  practically  never  used. 
No  other  form  of  Infectious  Disease  is  treated  at  this  institution,  and  there  is 
no  Isolation  Hospital  in  this  or  neighbouring  districts. 


Facilities  for  Bacteriological  Diagnoses. 

Each  Medical  Practitioner  in  the  District  has  a  supply  of  swabs  for  this 
purpose.  They  are  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association  for  examination, 
the  charge  for  same  being  paid  for  by.  the  Council  in  the  majority  of  cases.  A 
copy  of  the  report  on  each  case  is  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Provision  of  Vaccines  and  Sera. 

Up  to  now  no  demand  has  arisen  for  either  of  these,  though  in  the  event  of 
their  being  required  they  can  be  obtained  through  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


Adoptive  Acts. 

A  list  of  the  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye  Laws,  etc.,  in  force  in  the  District  is 
appended  : — 


Adoptive  Acts. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 

Bye  Laws. 

Slaughter  Houses 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Houses  let  in  Lodgings 
New  Streets  and  Buildings 
Water  Supply 

Cleansing  of  Footways  ...  ..  ‘  ... 

Removal  of  House  Refuse 

Cleansing  of  Privies 

Prevention  of  Nuisances 

Keeping  of  Animals 

Carriage  of  Offensive  Matters  ... 

Offensive  Trades 
Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

Regulations. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Water  Supply 
Public  Conveniences 


Part  3 


Not  adopted 


No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

No. 

No 

No 

No 

New  Brad  well  only 


Yes 

Yes 

No 


Housing. 

I. — General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District. 

(i)  As  stated  in  previous  reports,  the  housing  conditions  throughout  the 
District  are  good,  while  in  the  greater  part  they  are  exceptionally  so. 

In  Wolverton  the  majority  of  the  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  last  20 
years  ;  the  streets  are  all  of  the  full  width  and  section  prescribed  by  the  bye¬ 
laws,  and  are  all  sewered,  paved,  kerbed,  and  channelled  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations.  Every  house  in  the  Town  has  secondary  means  of  access  by 
backroads. 

With  the  exception  of  the  business  premises,  a  few  of  the  larger  private 
residences,  and  some  twelve  farms,  the  whole  of  the  houses  in  the  District  may 
be  classified  as  working  class  dwellings  of  the  better  type,  and  most  of  them 
are  much  above  the  rental  specified  in  Section  14  of  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act. 
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(2)  Extent  of  Shortage  or  Excess  of  Houses . 

As  stated  in  my  last  report,  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  serious  shortage  of 
houses  in  the  District.  In  order  to  obtain  the  required  information  to  complete 
Form  D.89,  every  house  in  the  District  was  visited,  and  at  that  time  (October 
1919)  it  was  found  that  there  were  in  houses  occupied  by  two  or  more 
families.  Of  these,  25  houses  had  only  four  occupants,  26  had  only  five 
occupants,  and  21  had  six  occupants,  and  not  one  of  these  were  overcrowded. 
In  the  in  houses  there  were  only  660  persons  occupying  632  rooms  (excluding 
bath-room,  scullery,  box-room,  etc.)  The  two  families,  in  most  cases,  consisted 
of  a  married  son  and  wife  or  a  married  daughter  and  her  husband  living  with 
their  parents,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  some  of  these  have  no  desire  to  move. 

As  to  sufficiency  of  house  accommodation  in  the  District,  I  have  before 
pointed  out  that  the  employees  of  the  L.  &  N.  W.  Railway  Company  and  their 
families  form  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  whole  population  that  the  demand 
for  houses  may  be  said  to  fluctuate  with  the  number  of  the  Company’s  employ¬ 
ees,  which  will  of  course  vary  with  the  amount  of  work  the  Company  have  in 
hand  at  any  particular  time. 

A  number  of  men  have  been  recently  discharged,  and  although  I  have  no 
definite  knowledge  on  the  matter  I  think  there  are  indications  that  the  demand 
for  houses  is,  to  say  the  least,  not  likely  to  increase. 

I I .  — Overcrowding. 

The  figures  quoted  under  General  Housing  Conditions  shew  that  there  is 
very  little  overcrowding  in  the  district,  and  in  this  connection  I  may  mention 
that  at  the  time  these  figures  were  obtained  (at  the  end  of  1919)  there  were 
in  the  whole  district  13,846  occupants  in  18,146  rooms,  excluding  scullery, 
bath-room,  etc. 

Only  2  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with  during  the  year;  in  each  of 
these  the  overcrowding  was  abated  after  notice  had  been  served. 

III.  — Fitness  of  Houses. 

Most  of  the  working  class  houses  in  the  District  are  distinctly  above  the 
average.  With  the  exception  of  four  small  streets,  the  whole  of  the  houses  in 
Wolverton  are  quite  modern  and  up-to-date,  and  most  of  the  occupiers, 
assisted  by  their  local  Building  Societies,  have  purchased  the  houses  they  live 
in,  and  it  can  be  truthfully  said  that  there  are  few  towns  of  the  size  in  the 
country  with  an  equal  number  of  freeholders,  and  consequently  these  houses 
are  always  kept  in  a  good  state  of  repair. 

The  houses  are  all  of  Parlour  Type  and  usually  contain  parlour,  living- 
room,  kitchen,  scullery,  etc.,  downstairs,  and  three  or  four  bedrooms,  a  bath¬ 
room  and  box-room  upstairs.  Even  the  smaller  houses  in  the  four  streets 
referred  to  all  have  backroads  for  secondary  means  of  access.  Through 
ventilation,  water  closets,  and  otherwise  satisfactory  sanitary  arrangements,  and 
are  all  provided  with  galvanised  sanitary  dust  bins  ;  the  somewhat  small 
windows  and  very  small  yards  are  their  chief  structural  defects. 
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Many  of  the  above  remarks  apply  equally  to  the  working  class  dwellings 
at  New  Bradwell  and  YVolverton  End,  Stony  Stratford. 

At  New  Bradwell  the  Railway  Company’s  houses  are  very  similar  to  those 
at  Wolverton,  but  here  the  windows  and  yards  are  somewhat  larger. 

The  oldest  property  in  the  Urban  District  is  to  be  found  at  Stony  Stratford, 
and  here  there  are  certain  yards,  each  containing  a  few  houses  only,  which 
leave  much  to  be  desired  from  a  structural  point  of  view.  These  require 
constant  attention,  and  during  recent  years  we  have  been  able  to  bring 
sufficient  pressure  to  bear  on  the  owners  of  these  places  to  secure  a  number 
of  structural  alterations  which  materially  improve  these  houses  from  a  sanitary 
point  of  view.  Details  of  these  improvements  were  given  in  my  last  report. 


Unhealthy  Areas. 

As  stated  in  my  last  report  there  are  no  unhealthy  areas  which  require 
to  be  dealt  with  under  Sec.  2  or  3  of  the  Act  of  1890. 


Byelaws. 

The  Byelaws  as  to  new  streets  and  buildings,  which  were  revised  and 
brought  up  to  date  in  1915,  have  been  rigidly  enforced. 

The  Byelaws  for  the  regulation  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  are  in  force, 
but  at  present  there  are  none  in  the  District. 

The  Byelaws  as  to  tents,  vans  and  sheds  apply  to  New  Bradwell,  and 
at  present  there  is  no  need  for  their  application  to  other  parts  of  the  District. 


Housing  Schemes. 

Up  to  now  no  new  houses  have  been  erected  under  the  scheme,  but  sites 
have  been  approved  at  Wolverton  and  Stony  Stratford,  where  we  hope  shortly 
to  see  a  start  made. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

The  majority  of  his  report  is  included  in  my  own,  but  following  on  this 
report  will  be  found  details  of  his  work  in  tabulated  form. 

I  am  indebted  to  him  and  his  staff  for  their  valuable  services. 


I  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

DOUGLAS  W.  A.  BULL,  M.A.,  M.D.,  (Cantab.), 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Surrender  of  Unsound  Food  (details). 


1920. 


Jan. 

8. 

7  lbs.  Ham,  2  lbs.  Bacon 

2 

19 

26. 

1  tin  Salmon,  1  tin  Crab 

2 

April 

16. 

3  tins  Tomatoes,  4  tins  Salmon 

7 

May 

10. 

6  tins  Tomatoes,  1  tin  Salmon,  1  tin  Milk 

8 

June 

21. 

3  tins  Tomatoes,  1  tin  Strawberries,  2  tins  Milk 

6 

July 

23. 

1  tin  Salmon,  3  tins  Fine  Chunks,  1  Meat  Paste 

6 

24. 

10  lbs.  Bacon 

1 

August  30. 

1  tin  Cray-fish,  2  tins  Milk,  1  tin  Pine  Chunks,  1  Meat  Paste... 

5 

Sept. 

20. 

1  tin  Pine  Chunks,  1  tin  Cray-fish,  1  tin  Herrings  &  Tomatoes, 

2  tins  Milk,  1  tin  Meat  Paste,  7  tins  Tomatoes,  1  tin  Crab 

14 

Octobei 

•  7. 

2  tins  Tomatoes,  2  tins  Piccalili  ... 

4 

Nov. 

4. 

6  tins  Peaches,  1  tin  Pine  Chunks,  1  tin  Apricots,  1  tin  Salmon 

9 

)> 

16. 

2  tins  Pine  Apple,  1  tin  Herrings,  1  tin  Ox  Cheek,  1  tin 
Cray-fish 

5 

Dec. 

10. 

56  lbs.  Sultanas 

1 

70 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  1920. 


This  Return  does  not  include  work  done  under  the  Housing  Acts. 


1 . — General. 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  267 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Notices  served — Formal  11,  Informal  71  ..  ...  ...  ...  82 

Nuisances  abated— (a)  by  persons  responsible  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

(b)  by  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Summonses  taken  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  nil 

Convictions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


2.— House  Nuisances. 

Roofs  repaired 
Spouts  cleaned  and  repaired 
Pavements  repaired 
Overcrowding  abated 
Dirty  houses  cleansed 
Other  house  defects  remedied 


118 

42 

11 

2 

2 

6 


3. — Drains,  W.C.’s,  etc. 

Drains  cleansed,  repaired  or  ventilated  ... 

New  drains  laid 
W.C.’s  constructed 
W.C.’s  repaired 

W.C.’s  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without) 
Earth  closets,  privies,  repaired  ... 

4— Water  Supply. 

Houses  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without) 
Samples  of  water  analysed — good  2,  bad  1 
Water  Certificates  granted  (Rural  Districts) 
Water  Certificates  deferred  ,,  „ 

Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired 
Wells  cleansed,  repaired  ... 

Wells  closed 


32 


8 


5 

1-1 

1 

3 


nil 

3 

nil 

nil 

L 

O 

O 

nil 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Wolverton  Urban  District  1920. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  (Civilians  only)  . 

74 

68 

1 

Enteric  fever  ... 

2 

Small-pox 

• 

3 

Measles 

• 

4 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

1 

5 

Whooping  cough 

• 

6 

Diphtheria  and  croup 

2 

7 

Influenza 

1 

2 

8 

Erysipelas 

• 

• 

9 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

3 

5 

10 

Tuberculosis  meningitis 

• 

1 

11 

Other  tuberculosis  diseases 

1 

m 

12 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

9 

9 

13 

Rheumatic  fever 

# 

1 

14 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

15 

Organic  heart  disease 

9 

4 

16 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

17 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

1 

18 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

3 

i 

19 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  under  2  years 

1 

2 

20 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

• 

• 

21 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

21a 

Alcoholism 

• 

22 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease 

4 

2 

23 

Puerperal  fever 

. 

• 

24 

Parturition,  apart  from  puerperal  fever.. 

1 

25 

Congenital  debility,  &c. 

4 

8 

26 

Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

2 

1 

27 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

28 

Other  defined  diseases 

24 

27 

29 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

• 

• 

Special  Causes  (included  above) : 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

• 

1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age,  Total 

7 

11 

Illegitimate 

1 

• 

Total  Births  . ! 

150 

126 

Legitimate 

140 

125 

Illegitimate 

10 

1 

Population  (for  Births  and  Deaths)  ... 

13,988 
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